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C ho dé&n bay gid toi van khong biét tén bac 1a g,
chi biét “ma@i tinh bo khé” téi véi bac da kéo dai
sudt tir nam 1954 dén 1975 méi ngling va no da di
chuyén ti san tridng Chu V&n An dén tan khu nudc
mia Vién Béng, Sai Gon, nhung 1dng to vuong Vdi
béc va thit bo khoé clia bac van con mai dén hdm nay.
To6i vao hoc dé tam Chu Van An thi da 18 tudi réi,
thuc ra khéng phai chicé minh téi la 16¢c ngdc 16n tudi
ma con nhiéu tén dong lGia vdgi téi cling vay, co tén
con I6n tudi hon niia, lai cé thang da vg con dum dé.
Bon t6i mat kha nhiéu nam “that hoc” trong hoi dau
khang chién chéng Phap, riéng toéi nam 1945 dang
hoc moay-ang-oong (I6p nhi | = moyen I), theo gia
dinh tan cu ra hau phudng hoc I6p nhi, réi hét I6p
nhét.. hdi cu vé Ha Noi hoc I6p... nhi. Tui toi, tuy to dau
I6n x&c nhung tinh tinh thi van 1a mét bon con nit, chi
khac mét chut 1a khi & dé nhat cap, nhiing nam that,
luc thi thich danh khang, danh quay, danh bi, danh
ddo.. nhung lic nay & dé nhi cap chithich danh.. 1on.
Nhung thich gi di nira thi chiing téi cing c6 mdt mau
s8 chung: thich &n thit bd kho. Khi con hoc Nguyén
Trai Ha Noi, t6i ludn ludn an thit
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anh Tau gay dét, mot sy tucng
phan véi ba chl quan giai khat.
Anh T4u nay dé moi thi bo kho,
du da, dam, 6t, xi dau, rau thom..
dd hét trén cai met c6 quai dé
khoéc di va khiban hang, anh dat
no trén cai gia hai cang bang gb.
Thit bd ctia anh TAau nay ngon néi
ti€ng nén budi chiéu nao khach
an cling rat dong, vong trong vong
ngoai vay quanh anh, anh luén
tay ma van khong kip, thé ma t6i
thi lai cd tinh “hay quén” nén déi
khi &n nam, sau dia nhung khi tra
tién toi lai “quén” noi ldn 1a &n co..
ba dia thoi va anh Tau nay thi
chang bao gid biét dudc sy dang
tri d& thuong ctia toi. & Chu Van
An chung t6i cling an thit bd kho
déng nhu vay trong nhiing lan ra
chdi va cé nhiing luc truéc hay
sau gid hoc. Ngay 16i vao san
trudng, trudng Chu Van An luc
bay gid lam gi c6 céng vi di hoc
nhGd may day nha sau hdng truéng
Petrus Ky, la mot bay hang qua
rong, nhung thit bd kho la déng
nhéat, ba bon “tiém” 1an, riéng toi
chi “két” c6 mét, do la “tiém” clia
bac ao den. “Tiém” clia bac gom
mét cai thung vuéng bang nhéom,
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mdi chiéu khoang 50 phan, cao
chting 12 phan, trén c6 mat kiéng
chia lam hai miéng clia kéo ra kéo
vO, coi khé sach sé va van minh
hon la dung met khéng co cla
che bui bam nhu clia anh Tau &
Ha Noi. Thung c6 quai dé deo khi
di chuyén, va khi ban hang, bac
cling dat trén cai gia hai cang mé
ra x€p vo rat tién. Subt nhiing
nam & Chu Van An, va cd maivé
sau nay nira, tdi chi thdy bac mac
mot thu dé den tU dau tdi chan,
cai do canh den va cai quan den,
khdng bao git bac mac mau khac.
Thit bo kho chia bac rat tuyét: gan
mém thi mém ngot ma khdng nat
vun, gan chay rat bui ma khéng
khét mui khoi than, thit day cla
bac thi “s6 dach”, né tham phtic,
ngot lim mui bo ma khéng gay,
mui hing liu thoang thodng khong
h&c qua, thit khéng dai, khéng
quéa nhiéu gan.. 6i thoi nhai trong
miéng cam thay rd nudc cét lua
trong k& rang, nhu ngdm trong
thé 1uGi roi tréi dan xudng thuc
quan, né sang khoai lam sao. Tu
tl nhai minh cdm thay cudc doi
that cé y nghia. Bu dd bao cla
bac cling ngon hdn nhiing hang



khac, né khong nhat théch vi
ngam nudc qua lau, khéng sling
nudc, di rdo nhung khéng khd
xac, khdng dang dang hac mui
nhya du dd. Khong nat, khong
cling.. nghia la “via” da ron khi
nhai trong miéng 1an vdi hang
qué, rau mui (ngd), rau ram... xat
nhoé bang kéo. Nhung quan trong
hon céa la may chai xi dau, dam,
dudng, ngam t6i clia bac that tuyét
hao. N6 khéng chua qua, khoéng
ngot qud, khédng hac mui xi dau
qué.. néi tdm lai la no cling rat
“viia”, dé néu dung cho nhiéu
tuong Gt cay qua thi &n hét “chat
cai” trén dia, ta hup s6 nudc dam
con lai thi né “lim ngudi di” vi khoai
kh&u. Bac 4o den lai con c6 mot
cai dac biét nira la tai lay toi ngam
trong chai xi ddu ddm. Méi lan
dugc yéu cau thém vai nhanh toi
ngam vao dia bd khd. Bac bang
[ong lam theo y khach hang
nhung chi cho moét nhanh duy
nh&t mdi dia thoi, va bac biéu dién
mot man 14y tdi trong chai rat
ngoan muc. Tdi dugc ngam vdi xi
dau, ddm, dudng trong nhiing
chai thly tinh mau xanh, thi chai
dung rugu ty ngay xua hay dung

rugu vang (rugu chat) ngay nay.
Bac rut nat chai roi lai bit miéng
chai badng dau ngén chd, déc
ngugc chai cho nhiing nhanh toi
tU tu roi xuéng, véi mot tai khéo
léo, thuan thuc, moét ky thuat rat
chinh x&c. Béc rut ngén tay dé
mot nhanh tbi, vang chi ding mot
nhanh. Téi chua hé thdy lan nao
rdi ra hai nhanh, rét ra dia bo kho
kém theo mét it nuGc ngam xi dau
d&m, khong bao gid bi d8 6c ra
lam hu hét moi thi. Bay la mot
nghé thuat tuyét hao chi cé bac
4o den lam dugc. Tdi ngam an
khéng cay hac xdc 1én mii hay
nat nhiin trong miéng, né an vua
haoi ron, cay cay, ngon ngot, chua
chua.. lam tang hudng vimén du
dd bo khd mot cach ly tha.

Toi &n thit bo kho cla bac ao
den déu déu hang ngay. Chin
thang hoc mdi nam trong suét thoi
gian thd méng Chu Van An. Co6
khi ghé vao an ca trong nhiing
thang he khdng di hoc khi trudng
c6 mé I6p he cho chuadng trinh
nao dé. Toi thyc tinh chang dé y
la ai hoc va hoc céi gi trong dip
hé nay, chibi€tnéu co6 hoc la sé
c6 bac 4o denva ghé vao an thit
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bd khé cla bac, thé théi.

Rd&i Chu Van An, téi hoc hanh
lung tung, réi di lam, di linh, 1dy
vg, c6 con va trong thdi gian do
trudng Chu Van An ciing da thay
déi rat nhiéu. Cé trudng 6c co
sé mdéi khang trang. Va ciing
trong thgi gian nay, nhiing bién
c¢6 chinh tri, chién sy thay déi don
dap va nhu mot truyén théng,
hoc sinh Chu Van An luén luén
van l1a nhiing thanh phan néng
c6Ot, dan dau cac cudc biéu tinh,
xuéng dudng da dao, phan doéi
chinh quyén déc tai.. vi vay toi
thdy bac 4o den da ban thit bo
khé Iuc chiéu t8i tai khu nuéc mia
Vién Béng. Thinh thoang, ti xa
vé tham gia dinh, t6i dan dan con
ra an banh cuén cha lua, pha lau,
bo bia.. uéng nudc mia va tat
nhién khéng thé thi€u thit bo kho
cliabac 4o den. Bac van nhu xua,
van kiéu dé den cé hiiu. Bac
khéng gia di bao nhiéu, van dang
cao dong déng, da ngam den.
Khudn méat khdong qué khong tinh
nhu xua va cling khong gay di
hay méap thém. Mot diéu dac biét,
khi gap lai t6i, hay chac cling nhu
gap lai cac ban dong Itia cla toi
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G Chu Véan An, bac khéng ngac
nhién, khdng von va, hodc nhu
c6 ma téi khéng nhéan ra, nhung
cach cu x{ vdi toi thi vAn nhu méi
ngay hém qua, con & trong san
trudng Chu Van An: - “Cau an
gan mém trudc..?”, - “Vang, bac
cho gan mém trudc..”. Ay day,
cai “tinh” clia chuing t6i khéng
thay ddi. Bac van goi t6i bang
cau, to6i van goi bac bang bac,
khéng la 6ng hay cu.. Bac gap
lai tdi khdng niém nd, don miing
ma nhu than nhién, nhung van
con nhé 16i téi &n: gan mém, gan
chay réi tgi thit day va dia cudi
cuing van nhd ¢c6 mét miéng thit
day nhiéu gan hon mét chut,
khéong xat méng dé t6i.. “nhai
trau” trudc khi di udng nudc mia.
“Nhai trdu” dé thudng thiic mui
vi nudc c6t bo tham mui hing
liu lam thda man nhiing t&€ bao vi
giac trong miéng lau hon mot
chuat.

Bay gid sau gan 25 nam xa
XU, t6i khong biét bac 4o den &
dau, con séng hay da khuat, con
G qué nha hay da ti nan & mot
nudc nao do, con ban thitbo khd
hay da déi nghé. Nhung t6i nghf,



néu con séng bac ciing khéng
ban bo kho nira vi da qua gia roi.
Béam hoc sinh chung t6i, ngbc
nghéch ngay nao bay gid téc da
nga mau, luu lac bén phuong. Ké
cON ngudi mat. Néu luc nao may
mé&n con gap lai nhau, biét bao
ky niém dugc o6n lai. Va trong

CHiée GIAY THOM

nhiing ky niém dé khéng thé
thi€u “thit bdo khé cla bac ao
den”. Chung téi on trudng, on
thay, on ban va on ca bac ban
bo khd &o den. Vibac la mdt phan
dgi séng thd mong ma ngay ngd
dé tha thu clGa “dan Chu Véan
An” chung t6i. =

pi nhiéu cung f
Lat frang sach
chigc giay 1o

Bao gid 6 ndng ta

h&y dau chdan
o8, fim van tho xuad
m I6i dudi mua
dua nang Ve
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